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Vista Meadows Academy
“Our mission is to provide youth in transition with a high quality educational environment.”

August 15, 2011

Dear Parents and Community Members:

Vista Meadows Academy (VMA) is pleased in this Annual Education Report (AER) to tell you about another successful school year accomplished in 2010-2011.  VMA made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) as defined by the Michigan Department of Education, but is still working on improvements.  The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws.  The school’s report contains information about student assessment, AYP and teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, please contact the school for assistance.  The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following website:  http://www.vistameadowspsa.com/ or you may review a copy at the Principal’s office at Vista Meadows Academy.
	
Vista Meadows Academy is a co-educational, charter high school, authorized by Bay Mills Community College.  VMA is located on the campus of Vista Maria, in Dearborn Heights, Michigan.  Vista Meadows Academy is on the cutting edge of creating a standards-based credit system so students have the opportunity to earn credit regardless of when they are enrolled at the Academy or their length of stay.  Our teachers are creative, flexible and caring.  Teachers also devote significant time to professional development, school improvement and sharing with co-workers that goes well beyond the state requirements.  The use of technology is an integral part of all aspects of a teacher’s job at Vista Meadows Academy.  Teachers use Smartboards and Plato to assist with student learning; students are assessed and achievement is measured using Scantron assessment and the Michigan Merit Exam (MME); and teachers us Power School for record keeping.  The follow page contains a summary report for our 11th grade students on the spring 2011 MME.

[image: ]

	
Vista Meadows Academy’s mission is to provide youth in transition a high quality educational environment, which remains consistent and constant over time.  VMA will serve its youth with their best interests as the top priority by working in tandem and cooperatively with others involved in a student’s life.  Essential to our mission is a commitment to work side by side with key partners, including each student’s family or legal guardians, the primary social serving agency, other educational and professional institutions, and the community at-large.  Vista Meadows Academy will help each student develop and follow a Personal Learning path, adapted specifically to their needs that will enable them to acquire the education and skills needed for successful transition into adulthood.




	Vista Meadows Academy was founded on the belief that all children can learn if provided a nurturing and challenging environment where expectations are high and support is bountiful.  VMA will be a highly specialized environment catering specifically to the needs of students, whom for any number of reasons have already disengaged from learning within a traditional school setting.  Education is a critical key to reaching life’s goals.  To that end, we commit ourselves to the following core values to create a safe environment:
· Respect the dignity of all individuals including yourself
· Provide a quality educational opportunity that is appropriate for each student regardless of capacity or background
· Value our interdependent collaboration to best educate our students
· Foster creativity, imagination, and fresh ideas
· Enable our students to learn social and life skills to be successful
· Promote ethical development through: life skills, positive community behavior, and positive decision making and ethical judgments
State law requires that we also report additional information:
Section 504 of the Revised School Code states that public school academies shall neither charge tuition nor discriminate in pupil admissions policies or practices on the basis of intellectual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, status as a handicapped person, or any other basis that would be illegal if used by a Michigan public school district.
· Academy enrollment shall be open to all individuals who reside in Michigan.  Except for a foreign exchange student who is not a Unites States citizen, a public school academy shall not enroll a pupil who in not a Michigan resident.
· Academy admissions may be limited to pupils within a particular age range/grade level or on any other basis that would be legal if used by a Michigan public school district.
· The Academy Board may establish a policy providing enrollment priority to siblings of currently enrolled pupils.  However, the Academy may not provide a preference to children of Board members or Academy employees.
· The Academy shall allow any pupil who was enrolled in the immediately preceding academic year to re-enroll in the appropriate age range/grade level unless that grade is not offered.
· No student may be denied participation in the application process due to lack of student records.
· If the Academy receives more applications for enrollment than there are spaces available, pupils shall be selected for enrollment through a random selection drawing.

VMA has ongoing professional development in careful data collection and data analysis to target instruction based on identified student needs.  The goals are shared with the staff who participate in collaborative planning, professional development, professional learning communities and school improvement meetings as needed to monitor and adjust progress toward the goals.  Staff members encourage parents to stay involved in the school’s mission.  Vista Meadows Academy holds parent teacher conferences twice a year and will arrange additional conferences by appointment.
The following steps are being taken to improve achievement and how parents can become involved:
· School wide academic initiatives in literacy and vocabulary development with additional time each day devoted to focused silent reading.  Students can continue reading at home under the guidance of supportive adults.
· Incorporation of monthly assessments in reading and math to measure student achievement and to identify learning gaps.  Targeted homework is assigned to develop proficiency in areas of identified need.
· Access to on-line remedial materials outside of the school day with training for supportive adults in how to guide their child through the material.
· Utilization of the Response to Intervention model to identify and support the needs of children with learning challenges.
· An increase in instructional and support staff to give individualized attention to students and to increase direct, two way communication with parents and other supportive adults.
· Development of a ‘supportive adult’ portal into Power School so parents can monitor student achievement in real time.
While VMA made AYP, it should be noted that we will continue to work on obtaining much stronger parental involvement, as only 35 students were represented by supportive adults during the spring conference (35% of the student population).  Since we are still a new high school, Vista Meadows Academy has no data to report in the following areas at this time:
a) The number and percentage of postsecondary enrollments (dual enrollment)
b) The number of college equivalent courses offered
c) The number and percentage of students enrolled in college equivalent courses
d) The number and percentage of students receiving a score leading to college credit
     


The educational program at our school provides students with a rigorous program that emphasizes the Michigan Department of Education Core Curriculum Content Standards and Benchmarks.  The framework is used as a guide to select essential benchmarks for each grade level.  Our model ensures an interdisciplinary thematic and differentiated approach to instruction.  The goal of educational programming is to provide students with a solid foundation of skills, knowledge, and understanding that is necessary for their continued growth and success as students, and as adults in society.  If interested, you may access a copy of the core curriculum and a description of its implementation by contacting the school office at (313) 240-4347.

Vista Meadows Academy is proud to be delivering on its mission to “provide youth in transition a high quality educational environment.”  We are excited about our partnership with the community and our students look forward to increased student achievement and future success.



Sincerely,
Christopher Lindsay
Vista Meadows Academy
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